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letter was 

, 
~-

, and 

Tom busied 

~~~~ Then two mares with toals at toot, two cows and a couple 

ot two year old steers were cut out trom the milling crowd in the 

corral, confined by themselves and the others again set at liberty. 

scotty and Jack were then ordered to run the remaining 

eight head down to Fallon's pasture - a small fenced paddock 

which had by some lucky chance escaped the worst heat of the fire 

and after driving them in, shut the gate and come away without a 

word to the burnt out nester or anyone else they might chance to 

meet. 

Next da¥ Scotty was sent to town with the letter with 

instructions to the postmaster to read it, and then have it 

pinned up on the public notice board. 

I might s~ here that Schroeder the postmaster, combined 

that otfice with those ot storekeeper and interpreter and it was 

in consequence of his linguistic abilities therefore that the 

~e~e~_t<>, ~S::iS services in that latter 

pacity were in constant demand by the strange mixture ot races 

which flowed into the country from every immigran1t. train £'rom 

the East, and Tom knew that his letter would be dul.y translated 

by the worthy postmaster for the benefit of all who had 

difficulties with the English language. A strange letter it was 

which Schroeder slowly read to himself and afterwards translat.ed 

tol 

http:translat.ed


/; 


to his varied clients and a letter which caused a sudden 

revulsion of opinion regarding the hardness of heart of old 'l'om.· 

Written in the old rancher' s crabbed and unorthodox 

characters the letter was as follows:

If To All Vlhom It :May Concern" 

The two sorrel mares with their colts, the two red 

cows and two white faced steers, running in Jim 

~on I s paddock and wearing my brand are n.ow his 

property far reasons which are my concern. 

Thomas Stephenson 

The Lazy A.T. Alta. " 

It was in such manner then that old Tom subscribed to Fallon's 

relief fund - not in cash but in kind and when the value of his 

gift was reckoned in terms of dollars and cents it was at once 

apparent who was the most liberal donor, and it was a rather 

shamefaced and apologetic committee which went to thank the old 

fellow for his handsome contribution. 

So it was then that the reputed meanest man in Canada 

belied his reputation and in a n.1ght became famous and honoured 

as one of her leading philanthropists. Some time afterwards I 

asked old Tom his reason for refusing the parson's request for a 

subscription and the answer I got in the rancher's soft drawl was:

"Well / 
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"Well Scotty I guessed those fellows who donated big 

m.oney were not so darned generous as they appeared and had some 

scheme figured' out for getting some of it back again and I was 

not off the trail either. 

You see son, they knew Jim would have to buy fresh stock, 

and. this they plarmed to sell him at their own figure, as they 

reckoned - and rightly - that Jim, feeling he was deep in their 

debt, would not refuse to purchase, even though he could see he 

was being well and truly stung, ~ ~o it has turned out, half 
~ 

the cash they donated is bac~~iri their pockets again, but I took 

darned good care that none of mine went to help pay their 

supscription" • 

I understood then what the post-master meant when he 

remarked that "That old wise guy Solomon had nothing on Tan 

Stephenson, and I guess there were no flies on that old mossy 

horn" • 

I guessed so too. 


